EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1918
II

On Tuesday, 12th November, the Allied fleets,
under Admiral Calthorpe, passed through the Dardan-
elles, and on the morning of the 13th arrived off
Constantinople. It was the fourth time in a century
that a British fleet had entered the Sea of Marmora.
Behind them British and Indian troops garrisoned
the Gallipoli forts, where so much good blood had
been spilled in the enterprise at last concluded. The
Black Sea was now under Allied control.

At 2.30 in the afternoon of Friday, 15th November,
the German light cruiser Konigsberg arrived at
Rosyth, bringing Admiral Hugo von Meurer to
arrange for the carrying out of the armistice con-
ditions. He brought with him three delegates from
the Sailors' and Soldiers' Council, and three from the
People's Council. Under the terms of surrender all
submarines were to be handed over, ton battleships,
six battle cruisers, eight light cruisers, and fifty
destroyers. These were to be disarmed and interned
in neutral ports, or, failing that, in Allied ports; but
the neutral Powers would have nothing to do with the
business, so it fell to the Allies to receive them. The
remaining surface warships left to Germany were to
be concentrated in certain German*" ports, paid off
and disarmed, and placed under the supervision of
an Allied commission. The terms meant nothing
less than the disappearance of German sea-power.

The  conference  between  Admiral  Beatty  and
Admiral von Meurer came to an end late in the
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